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country without attempting to resist invasion; and to
request Vienna to grant an extension of the forty-
eight hours' time-limit which she had imposed for the
Serbian reply, in order to give time for the pacifying
influence of the Powers to have effect.
Such a decision manifestly had no aggressive character
which could be imputed to French influence in St.
Petersburg; and the same conclusion follows inevitably
from Sazonov's statement,^) in which he declared that
he was ready to pursue negotiations for the maintenance
of peace "even if the Austro-Hungarian Government
should proceed to action against Serbia." He further
proposed on his own account a direct exchange of views
between Vienna and St. Petersburg on the subject of
the Austrian ultimatum.
The French Government's Telegram
On his way back from St. Petersburg Viviani telegraphed
from Stockholm to Paris. He said that he was sending
instructions to Paul Cambon, the French ambassador in
London, as well as to Paleologue in St. Petersburg to
seek for diplomatic means of avoiding a conflict. In his
opinion Serbia should lose no time in giving Austria
satisfaction in connection with any facts that might be
proved.(S) As soon as he had landed at Dunkirk he
made known his own adherence to the British suggestion
of mediation ;(9) a telegram from him on July 29th and
another sent on the same day by Bienvenu-Martin were
both to this eflfect.(io)
Thus the action of the French Government plainly
gives no indication of a desire to influence Russia towards
war.
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